
















SD# Gen# First Name Maiden Last Name Transfer From Initial Role
1 21113 Sarah Loffler Black Illinois Governor-1956
2 5736 Gertrude Webster Abbott California  
3 8556 Jessie Wadleigh Boyce California  
4 3332 Bertha Treadwell|Porter Comstock Colorado
5 6446 Caroline Mc Intire Cumbow Minnesota Counsel-1956
6 10503 Ruth Ballard Fullinweider Nebraska
7 13148 Grace Clarke Graham Nebraska  
8 14435 Nell Carter Kuehn Ohio
9 10467 Lillian Eddy Loucks Iowa

10 13835 Dorothy Brewster|Comstock Moreton Colorado  
11 19451 Grace Elizabeth Warren Nichols New York
12 10708 Mabel Kingsley Richardson Iowa
13 10707 Bird Richardson Iowa  
14 14467 Lerna Diez Veling Minnesota  
15 5735 Elnora Hayward Webster California
16 21536 Mabel McKay Williams Massachusetts
17 22465 Ann Cope Apted
18 22466 Sadie Collins Armin  
19 22467 Dorothy Rouse Bakker  
20 22468 Mary Ann Johnson Brandsma
21 22469 Delmar Howe Brewster
22 22470 Wayne Maurice Brewster  
23 22471 Hazel Marie Myers Bringelson
24 22472 Deborah Ann  Burke  
25 22473 Evelyn Jencks Burke
26 22474 Edward Percy Churchill
27 22475 Edith Rosanna Churton
28 22476 James Lee Cope
29 22477 Mabel Genevieve Gunderson Cope DepGov-1956
30 22478 Myrtle Otis Crawley
31 22479 George LeRoy Edgerton
32 22480 Lois Porter Forslund
33 22481 Conrad Herbert Gesner Elder-1956
34 22482 Sarah Hallowell|Freeman Gordon  
35 22483 Robert Wilson Gunderson  

36 22484 George Walter Gurney
37 22485 Margaret Alice Johnson Jackson  
38 22486 Dorothy Jencks Hist-1956
39 22487 Adeline Miriam Jenney
40 22488 Wendell Augustus Johnson
41 22489 Myrtle Myers Jones
42 22490 Bertha Fern Myers Lefler
43 22491 John Edward Lefler  
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SD# Gen# First Name Maiden Last Name Transfer From Initial Role
44 22492 Lois Swain Maher
45 22493 Earl Myers
46 22494 Earl Henry Myers  
47 22540 Glyn Myers
48 22495 Mark  Myers
49 22496 Mark Wayne Myers Surgeon-1956
50 22497 Ralph Knox Myers Secretary-1956
51 22498 Joseph Calvin Pease
52 22499 Mabel Irene Pease Treasurer-1956
53 22500 Julie Belle Owen Pringle
54 22501 Richard McLeran Reische  
55 22502 Margaret Alathea Sullivan Samuels
56 22503 Herbert John Schnaidt, Jr
57 22504 Marjorie Etta Hoard Sullivan
58 22505 William Bowman Thrall  
59 22506 Warren Frederick Vaughan
60 22507 Charles Egbert White
61 22508 Charles Halstead White
62 22509 Halfred Hyatt White
63 22510 Gertrude May Gunderson Wyman  
64 22838 Dorothy Margaret Rush Hustead  
65 22839 William Edward White
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Year Members Junior Total Jr % Year Members Junior Total Jr %
1956 64 0 64 0.00% 1997 144 39 183 21.31%
1957 87 20 107 18.69% 1998 137 37 174 21.26%
1958 86 41 127 32.28% 1999 154 35 189 18.52%
1959 89 45 134 33.58% 2000 169 37 206 17.96%
1960 85 94 179 52.51% 2001 176 45 221 20.36%
1961 107 93 200 46.50% 2002 189 53 242 21.90%
1962 102 97 199 48.74% 2003 193 48 241 19.92%
1963 97 98 195 50.26% 2004 203 58 261 22.22%
1964 90 108 198 54.55% 2005 215 34 249 13.65%
1965 85 108 193 55.96% 2006 216 48 264 18.18%
1966 85 109 194 56.19% 2007 218 56 274 20.44%
1967 90 117 207 56.52% 2008 232 56 288 19.44%
1968 100 114 214 53.27% 2009 234 53 287 18.47%
1969 110 116 226 51.33% 2010 243 60 303 19.80%
1970 112 119 231 51.52% 2011 249 58 307 18.89%
1971 120 132 252 52.38% 2012 251 55 306 17.97%
1972 122 154 276 55.80% 2013 259 82 341 24.05%
1973 118 158 276 57.25% 2014 270 53 323 16.41%
1974 116 161 277 58.12% 2015 276 48 324 14.81%
1975 122 170 292 58.22% 2016 283 48 331 14.50%
1976 121 182 303 60.07% 2017 299 56 355 15.77%
1977 128 185 313 59.11% 2018 318 56 374 14.97%
1978 131 146 277 52.71% 2019 316 58 374 15.51%
1979 131 142 273 52.01% 2020 308 77 385 20.00%
1980 130 139 269 51.67% 2021 308 119 427 27.87%
1981 131 133 264 50.38% 2022 326 109 435 25.06%
1982 133 132 265 49.81% 2023 328 112 440 25.45%
1983 129 131 260 50.38% 2024 306 106 412 25.73%
1984 131 129 260 49.62% 2025 303 107 410 26.10%
1985 125 117 242 48.35% 2026     
1986 126 95 221 42.99% 2027     
1987 127 93 220 42.27% 2028     
1988 130 91 221 41.18% 2029     
1989 132 82 214 38.32% 2030     
1990 134 73 207 35.27% 2031     
1991 135 62 197 31.47% 2032     
1992 144 60 204 29.41% 2033     
1993 145 64 209 30.62% 2034     
1994 141 56 197 28.43% 2035     
1995 141 51 192 26.56% 2036     
1996 146 45 191 23.56% 2037     

Note: Junior members are not used to track total annual membership numbers
THE SD SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS MEMBERSHIP BY YEAR



Constitution and Bylaws 
 

Society of Mayflower Descendants in the 
State of South Dakota  

_______

 
Constitution 

 
ARTICLE I 

Name 
The name of this Society shall be the SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS IN THE 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, hereinafter referred to as the Society or the State Society. When 
reference is made to the General Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD), it will be so stated. The 
State Society is a 501 C3 Organization. 

ARTICLE II 
Objects 

Section 1: To perpetuate to a remote posterity the memory of our Pilgrim forebears. To maintain and 

 
Section 2: To cherish and maintain the ideals and institutions of American freedom and to oppose any 
theories or actions that threaten their continuity. To transmit the spirit, the purity of purpose and 
steadfastness of will of the Pilgrim Fathers to those who shall come after us, an undiminished heritage 
of liberty and law. 

ARTICLE III 
Membership 

Section I: All persons over eighteen years of age who are descended from a passenger of the 
Mayflower on the voyage which terminated at Plymouth New England, in December 1620, shall be 
eligible for membership; and all persons, so descended, who are less than eighteen years of age, shall 
be eligible for Junior Membership pursuant to Section 4 of this Article, provided however, 

(a)  that  no person shall be eligible for membership,  regular, junior, or life, 
who is pledged to or advocates, the overthrow, by  force or violence,  of the
Government of the United States,  or that of any State  or Territory,  or who
has been guilty of other treasonable practices;   or who is not of good moral 
character. This State Society shall have the right to expel from its 
membership any person for any of these causes; and any question arising 
under this proviso shall be determined by the Society. 
(b) that no one may become a member of this Society unless personally 
acceptable to it.

Section 2: Every application for membership in this Society shall be made on a preliminary application 
blank provided by the Society. Such application shall bear the autograph signature of the candidate. in 
the current manner of application submission in use by the General Society of Mayflower 
DescendantsGSMD. 
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Section 3: After the preliminary application has been approved, the lineage papers shall be issued. All 
completed lineage papers shall be examined by the State Society Historian, and when found to be 
correct sent to the Historian General for approval. When approved, the Board of Assistants shall 
declare the applicant elected a member of the Society, unless in the meantime some fact has been 
brought to its attention that would make the applicant undesirable. An election shall be void unless the 

election, by the State Society Historian or Co-Historian. 
Section 4: A member in good standing in this Society may make application for Junior Membership in 
behalf of any person under eighteen (18) years of age who has a prima facie proven lineage. A Junior 
Member may, between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five, transfer to Regular Membership, provided 
the usual lineage papers have been furnished and approved, either prior to, or at the time of the 

shall mean the Junior whose membership is offered is related to a present or past member of the 
Society by blood through the line by which such member was proved for the Society. 
Section 5: An applicant for transfer of membership to this Society from that of another State Member 
Society shall send, by mail or email, a letter of request to the Historian or Co-Historian. A copy of the 
lineage papers shall be sent from the State Society from which transfer is being made. A letter 
certifying that the applicant is a member in good standing shall be required. The Historian or Co-
Historian shall confirm, via email, with the current Member Society that the member is in good 
standing. Once the transfer has been completed, the Historian or Co-Historian shall request a copy of 
the lineage papers from GSMD. 
Section 6: No applicant who has been rejected or whose name has been withdrawn shall be acted upon 
again within a period of one year. 
Section 7: All resignations shall be presented in writing to the State Society Secretary. No resignation 
shall be accepted until all dues to the Society have been paid in full to the date of resignation. 
Section 8:  Honorary Membership may be conferred upon a member of long-standing in recognition of 
meritorious service. 

ARTICLE IV 
Officers 

Section 1: The officers of this Society shall be Governor, Deputy Governor, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Historian, Co-Historian, Elder, Captain, Surgeon and Counselor. 
Section 2: The following officers: Governor, Deputy Governor, Secretary, Treasure, Historian, Co-
Historian, Deputy Governor General and Assistant General, shall constitute the Board of Assistants. 
Past Society governors shall serve on the Board, ex officio. 
Section 3: To elect officers, the Governor shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three members of 

shall be mailed provided to each member of the Society by the Secretary, two weeks prior to the 
eral are 

made by the Board of Assistants, with the election by the General SocietyGSMD at the Triennial 
Congress. 
Section 4: 
assume the duties of their office on or before November 21. The officers shall serve for a three-year 
term, or until a successor is duly qualified and elected. 
Section 5: Vacancies occasioned by death, resignation or other cause, may be filled by the Board of 
Assistants for the unexpired term. 

ARTICLE V 
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Meetings 
Section 1: The Annual Meeting, which commemorates the signing of the Mayflower Compact on 
November 21st, 1620, shall be held at such time and place as decided by the Board of Assistants. 
Written notice Notice of this Annual Meeting shall be mailed provided to each member two weeks 
prior to the date. 
Section 2: Special meetings of the Society may be ordered by vote of the Board of Assistants. Only 
that business specifically stated in the call shall be considered.
 
Section 3: The order of business at all meetings shall be: 

a) Invocation 
b) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
c) Calling of the Roll
d) Reading Approval of the Minutes
e) Communications 
f) Reports of Officers 
g) Reports of Committees 
h) Unfinished Business 
i) New Business 
j) Election of Officers 
k) Adjournment 
l) Benediction 
                                        ARTICLE VI
                                                 Amendments 

This Constitution may be amended at the Annual Meeting of the Society by a two-thirds vote of the 
members present, provided that a written copy of the proposed change, or changes, has been sent 
provided to each member two weeks prior to the meeting date. 
 
 
 

BYLAWS
 

ARTICLE I 
Meetings 

Section 1: Meetings of the Board of Assistants may be called by the Governor, or upon a written 
request of three of its members.
Section 2: A quorum at Society Meetings shall consist of seven members. At meetings of the Board of 
Assistants, three members shall constitute a quorum. 
Section 3: All meetings of the Society and of the Board of Assistants shall be go
Rules of Order, Revised. 
Section 4: Should a National State of Emergency or unforeseen event arise that prevents the Society 
from meeting in person, or by decision of the Board
Meeting, electronic or virtual mediums may be used for the purpose of receiving reports of officers and 
committees, for the election of officers, and for any other business that may arise.  
Annual Meeting, members attending by electronic or virtual mediums media will be considered as 
attending the meeting in person. 

Commented [JW5]: Note:  when mediums is plural with 
 



 
ARTICLE II 

Duties of Officers 
Section 1: It shall be the duty of the Governor to preside at all meetings of the Society and of the 
Board of Assistants, and to perform such other duties as pertain the chief officer of an organization. 
Section 2: It shall be the duty of the Deputy Governor to exercise all the functions of the office of 
Governor in the absence of that officer. 
Section 3: The Historian or Co-Historian shall examine and report upon lineage papers of applicants 
for membership, forward applications papers to the Historian General for approval, notify members of 
their election, have charge of the lineage papers, and perform such other duties as may be assigned by 
the Governor or Board of Assistants.
Section 4: The Secretary shall record proceedings of the meetings of the Society and the Board of 
Assistant, keep a complete list of all members and their addresses, send whatever notices and 
communications as may be required by order of the Governor or Board of Assistants, have charge of 
issuing certificates of membership, and in general perform all the duties that usually pertain to the 
office of Secretary. The Secretary shall have custody of the Seal of the Society. 
Section 5: The Treasurer shall collect and have custody of all funds of the Society, make necessary 
disbursements, and submit a report at the Annual Meeting. 
Section 6: The Elder, when called upon, shall officiate at any meeting of the Society. This officer shall 
have been ordained as a Minister, Bishop, Elder, Deacon or Deaconess of a Christian Church. 
Section 7: The Captain shall carry out all orders of the Governor, and act as Marshal on occasions of 
ceremony.
Section 8: The Surgeon shall have been duly admitted to the practice of Medicine and shall be under 
the orders of the Governor and the Board of Assistants. 
Section 9: The Counselor shall render aid and give opinions upon matters pertaining to the Society 
when requested to do so by the Governor or Board of Assistants. 

ARTICLE III 
Committees 

Special Committees shall be appointed by the Governor or the Board of Assistants, as circumstances 
require. A final report shall be given before being discharged 

ARTICLE IV 
Dues

Section 1: Applicants shall pay to the Treasurer an entrance fee of one hundred fifty one hundred 
seventy-five dollars ($150.00175.00) 20212024. 
Section 2: Annual dues payable November 21st, shall be sixty dollars ($60.00), effective January 1, 
2021.  
Section 3: For Junior Members, payment shall be made to the Treasurer in the amount of a fifteen 
dollar ($15.00) membership fee. There shall be no annual dues for Junior Members. The Certificate of 
Membership is given gratis. 
Section 4: The Society will pay the application fee and first ye
(between the ages of 18-25) applying for regular membership.
Section 4 5: Members transferring from another State Member Society shall not be required to pay an 
entrance fee. 
Section 5 6: A member of the Society, whose dues remain unpaid for two years, will be dropped from 
the roll, unless otherwise ordered by the Board of Assistants. 
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Section 6 7: A member of the Society dropped from the roll for non-payment of dues, may be 
reinstated by payment of dues for the year in which membership was terminated, plus dues for the 
current year. 
Section 7 8: To become a Life Member of this Society, and exempt from further annual dues an 
amount according to the following schedule shall be paid to the Treasurer: 

Ages Payment
                                       34 and under                               15 times the annual rate  
                                       35  55                                        12 times the annual rate 
                                       56 and over                                 10 times the annual rate 
                       Effective January 1, 2021 and not transferable to another State Member Society. 
Any Life Member who the Society has been unable to contact for two (2) years shall be dropped from 

roll, for lack of contact, may request reinstatement of their Life Membership at any time. Upon receipt 

fees. 
Life Members who resign their Life Memberships may request reinstatement of their Life Membership 
at any time. Upon rece
without cost or fees. 
Section 8 9: For each supplemental line approved, a member shall pay one hundred fifty one hundred 
seventy-five dollars ($150.00 175.00). 
Section 9 10: Inurnment of income to any private individual is prohibited. 
Section 10 11: In the event of dissolution of the organization, all assets of the Society, after payment of 
all liabilities, must be distributed to an organization, or organizations, which at the time qualify as 
those described in Section 501 (CX3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or its corresponding 
provisions if amended). 
 

ARTICLE V 
Amendments 

Section 1: Amendments to these Bylaws shall be made in the same manner as changes in the 
Constitution (see Constitution, Article VI). 
Section 2: any section of these Bylaws may be suspended for a special purpose at any time by a 
unanimous vote of the members present at a meeting of the Society. 
 
 
Effective 1 January 2023 3 October 2026 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 

 
 
 
 


